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A Service of Lessons and Carols with The Holy Eucharist

Announcements

Song of Praise: “I Heard Bells on Christmas Day” Longfellow & Calkin

I heard the bells on Christmas Day, “For hate is strong and mocks the song

their old familiar carols play, of peace on earth, goodwill to all.”

And wild and sweet the words repeat

of peace on earth, goodwill to all. Then pealed the bells more loud and deep:
“God is not dead nor doth He sleep;

I thought how as the day had come, The wrong shall fail, the right prevail

the belftries of all Christendom with peace on earth, goodwill to all.”

Had rolled along the unbroken song

of peace on earth, goodwill to all. “Til ringing, singing on its way,
the earth revolved from night to day,

And in despair I bowed my head: A voice, a chime, a chant sublime

“There is no peace on earth,” I said, of peace on earth, goodwill to all.

Dear People of God: In this Christmas Season, let it be our duty and delight to hear once more the message of
the Angels, to go to Bethlehem and see the Son of God lying in a manger. Let us hear and heed in Holy
Scripture the story of God’s loving purpose from the time of our rebellion against him until the glorious
redemption brought to us by his holy Child Jesus, and let us make this place glad with our carols of praise. But
first, let us pray for the needs of his whole world, for peace and justice on earth, for the unity and mission of
the Church for which he died, and especially for his Church in our country and in this city. And because he
particularly loves them, let us remember in his name the poor and helpless, the cold, the hungry and the
oppressed, the sick and those who mourn, the lonely and unloved, the aged and little children, as well as all
those who do not know and love the Lord Jesus Christ. Finally, let us remember before God his pure and
lowly Mother, and that whole multitude which no one can number, whose hope was in the Word made flesh,
and with whom, in Jesus, we are one for evermore. And now, to sum up all these petitions, let us pray in the
words which Christ himself has taught us, saying:

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass
against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen

The Almighty God bless us with his grace; Christ give us the joys of everlasting life; and to the fellowship of
the citizens above, may the King of Angels bring us all. Amen.

Blue Hymnal #107 “Good Christian friends, rejoice”
“The Creation Story” Genesis 2:4b-9, 15-25

These are the generations of the heavens and the earth when they were created. In the day that the Lord God
made the earth and the heavens, when no plant of the field was yet in the earth and no herb of the field had yet
sprung up—for the Lord God had not caused it to rain upon the earth, and there was no one to till the ground;
ground; but a stream would rise from the earth, and water the whole face of the ground— then the Lord God
formed man from the dust of the ground, and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life; and the man became a
living being. And the Lord God planted a garden in Eden, in the east; and there he put the man whom he had
formed. Out of the ground the Lord God made to grow every tree that is pleasant to the sight and good for
food, the tree of life also in the midst of the garden, and the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. The Lord
God took the man and put him in the garden of Eden to till it and keep it. And the Lord God commanded

the man, “You may freely eat of every tree of the garden; but of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you
shall not eat, for in the day that you eat of it you shall die.” Then the Lord God said, ‘It is not good that the
man should be alone; I will make him a helper as his partner.” So out of the ground the Lord God formed

2



every animal of the field and every bird of the air, and brought them to the man to see what he would call
them; and whatever the man called each living creature, that was its name. The man gave names to all cattle,
and to the birds of the air, and to every animal of the field; but for the man there was not found a helper as his
partner. So the Lord God caused a deep sleep to fall upon the man, and he slept; then he took one of his ribs
and closed up its place with flesh. And the rib that the Lord God had taken from the man he made into a
woman and brought her to the man. Then the man said, ‘This at last is bone of my bones and flesh of my flesh;
this one shall be called Woman, for out of Man this one was taken.” Therefore a man leaves his father and his
mother and clings to his wife, and they become one flesh. And the man and his wife were both naked, and were
not ashamed.

The Word of the Lord.
People Thanks be to God

Blue Hymnal #93 “Angels from the realms of glory”
“Sin Enters the World” Genesis 3:1-15

Now the serpent was more crafty than any other wild animal that the Lord God had made. He said to the
woman, ‘Did God say, “You shall not eat from any tree in the garden”?” The woman said to the serpent, ‘We
may eat of the fruit of the trees in the garden; but God said, “You shall not eat of the fruit of the tree that is in
the middle of the garden, nor shall you touch it, or you shall die.” * But the serpent said to the woman, ‘You
will not die; for God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God,
knowing good and evil.” So when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was a delight to
the eyes, and that the tree was to be desired to make one wise, she took of its fruit and ate; and she also gave
some to her husband, who was with her, and he ate. Then the eyes of both were opened, and they knew that
they were naked; and they sewed fig leaves together and made loincloths for themselves. They heard the sound
of the Lord God walking in the garden at the time of the evening breeze, and the man and his wife hid
themselves from the presence of the Lord God among the trees of the garden. But the Lord God called to the
man, and said to him, “Where are you?’ He said, ‘I heard the sound of you in the garden, and I was afraid,
because I was naked; and I hid myself.” He said, “Who told you that you were naked? Have you eaten from the
tree of which I commanded you not to eat?” The man said, ‘The woman whom you gave to be with me, she
gave me fruit from the tree, and I ate.” Then the Lord God said to the woman, ‘What is this that you have
done?’ The woman said, ‘The serpent tricked me, and I ate.” The Lord God said to the serpent, ‘Because you
have done this, cursed are you among all animals and among all wild creatures; upon your belly you shall

go, and dust you shall eat all the days of your life. I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between
your offspring and hers; he will strike your head, and you will strike his heel.’

The Word of the Lord.
People Thanks be to God

Blue Hymnal #112 “In the bleak midwinter”
“Prophecy of the Messiah” Isaiah 7:10-15

Again the Lord spoke to Ahaz, saying, Ask a sign of the Lord your God; let it be deep as Sheol or high as
heaven. But Ahaz said, I will not ask, and I will not put the Lord to the test. Then Isaiah said: ‘Hear then, O
house of David! Is it too little for you to weary mortals, that you weary my God also? Therefore the Lord
himself will give you a sign. Look, the young woman is with child and shall bear a son, and shall name him
Immanuel. He shall eat curds and honey by the time he knows how to refuse the evil and choose the good.

The Word of the Lord.
People Thanks be to God
Blue Hymnal #87 “Hark! The herald angels sing”



“The Birth of Jesus” Luke 2:1-20

In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be registered. This was the
first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria. All went to their own towns to be
registered. Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called
Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and family of David. He went to be registered with
Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child. While they were there, the time came for her
to deliver her child. And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in
a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn. In that region there were shepherds living in the
fields, keeping watch over their flock by night. Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of
the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. But the angel said to them, ‘Do not be afraid; for see—I
am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: to you is born this day in the city of David a
Saviour, who is the Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of
cloth and lying in a manger.” And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising
God and saying, ‘Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace among those whom he favours!’
When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, ‘Let us go now

to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made known to us.” So they went
with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. When they saw this, they made
known what had been told them about this child; and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told
them. But Mary treasured all these words and pondered them in her heart. The shepherds returned, glorifying
and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them.

The Word of the Lord.
People Thanks be to God
Blue Hymnal #109 “The First Nowell” vv.1-5
“The Naming of Jesus” Luke 2:21-35

After eight days had passed, it was time to circumcise the child; and he was called Jesus, the name given by
the angel before he was conceived in the womb. When the time came for their purification according to the
law of Moses, they brought him up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord (as it is written in the law of the
Lord, ‘Every firstborn male shall be designated as holy to the Lord’), and they offered a sacrifice according to
what is stated in the law of the Lord, ‘a pair of turtle-doves or two young pigeons.” Now there was a man in
Jerusalem whose name was Simeon; this man was righteous and devout, looking forward to the consolation of
Israel, and the Holy Spirit rested on him. It had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see
death before he had seen the Lord’s Messiah. Guided by the Spirit, Simeon came into the temple; and when
the parents brought in the child Jesus, to do for him what was customary under the law, Simeon took him in
his arms and praised God, saying, ‘Master, now you are dismissing your servant in peace, according to your
word; for my eyes have seen your salvation, which you have prepared in the presence of all peoples, a light for
revelation to the Gentiles and for glory to your people Israel.” And the child’s father and mother were amazed
at what was being said about him. Then Simeon blessed them and said to his mother Mary, “This child is
destined for the falling and the rising of many in Israel, and to be a sign that will be opposed so that the inner
thoughts of many will be revealed—and a sword will pierce your own soul too.’

The Word of the Lord.
People Thanks be to God
Blue Hymnal #99 “Go, tell it on the mountain”



The Peace

Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People And also with you.

The Holy Communion

Offertory Music:
Blue Hymnal #115 “What Child is This?”

Presentation hymn: The Doxology
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The Great Thanksgiving — Eucharistic Prayer B

Celebrant The Lord be with you.

People And also with you.

Celebrant Lift up your hearts.

People We lift them to the Lord.

Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People 1t is right to give God thanks and praise.

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator
of heaven and earth. Because you gave Jesus Christ, your only Son, to be born for us; who by the mighty
power of the Holy Spirit, was made perfect Man of the flesh of the Virgin Mary his mother; so that we might
be delivered from the bondage of sin, and receive power to become your children.

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of heaven,
who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:
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We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to us in creation; in
the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the prophets; and above all in the Word
made flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last days you sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the
Savior and Redeemer of the world. In him, you have delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand
before you. In him, you have brought us out of error into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of death into
life.

On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, "Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for
the remembrance of me."

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, "Drink this,
all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of
sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me."

Therefore, according to his command, O Father,
We remember his death, We proclaim his resurrection, We await his coming in glory,

And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting to you, from your
creation, this bread and this wine.

We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the Sacrament of the
Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to your Son in his sacrifice, that we may be
acceptable through him, being sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In the fullness of time, put all things in subjection
under your Christ, and bring us to that heavenly country where, with David and all your saints, we may enter
the everlasting heritage of your children; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all creation, the head
of the Church, and the author of our salvation.

By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty
Father, now and for ever. AMEN.

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass
against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen

The Breaking of the Bread

Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us.
Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.



The Gifts of God for the people of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, and feed on him
in your hearts by faith,with thanksgiving.

Communion Hymn: #78 “O little town of Bethlehem” vvl-3,5

Blue Hymnal #111 “Silent Night”

Post Communion Prayer
Let us pray.

Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of your Son our Savior
Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send us now
into the world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to love and serve you with gladness and singleness
of heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Blessing
The Dismissal

Alleluia! Alleluia! Let us go forth in the name of Christ.
People Thanks be to God! Alleluia! Alleluia!

Prayer List

We pray for all who are ill, or in any trouble, need or sorrow, especially for... Any affected, directly or
indirectly, by COVID-19, June & Tom, Don & Ann, Jean, Cathrine, Jeff, Robert, Paul, Eileen, Jason, Joan, all
those who serve in the armed forces of the United States, for all who fight in the conflicts of the world and for
the day when war will finally cease . In our Diocesan Cycle of Prayer we pray for the diocesan staff. In the
Anglican Cycle of Prayer we pray for The Anglican Church in Central America. We also pray for our brothers
and sisters of Peters Creek Evangelical Presbyterian Church and those of The ACNA Parish of Christ the
Redeemer South Hills.

Announcements
Communion Celebration will be held on January 23rd.
Newcomer Class will begin on January 23™ following service and continue for 4 weeks.
Annual Parish Meeting will be held on January 30th immediately following worship service.
Stewardship Campaign — If you’re planning to pledge for next year, please fill out and return the card. You

can also submit a pledge form online (link in the weekly email or use the QR code here to bring you to the
form).
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